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The Education “Ambition Gap”
Educational disconnect in college access for America’s young people.
A new MTV/National Governors Association/Gates Foundation poll of nearly 1,600 young people about their attitudes and opinions about their education shows a disheartening disconnect between the ambitions young people have to go college, and the reality that most never make it. 

The Ambition

Transcending race, class, and geography, most high school students understand the value of a college education as key to getting ahead in life, and actually plan on going to college after graduation.  With the opportunity and the money, many would pursue even more education. 

· 76% of all young people see a college degree as necessary for getting ahead in life.
· 87% of all young people say they would like to get a degree from a 4 year college.
· Similarly, 87% of Hispanics say they would like to get a 4-year college degree, while 68% expect they probably will.  

· Almost all - 94% - of those living in large cities would like to get at least a college or graduate school education, and 72% expect they will really attain that goal.

· 83% of those who consider their families working or lower class would like to get a college education or even something beyond it -- but just 58% of them expect to fully attain that goal.

The Gap
The reality is that the vast majority of these same hopeful young people, especially African-American and Hispanic students: (a) do not graduate high school prepared for college or the workforce; or (b) do not graduate high school at all.  

· Only 32% of American high school students will graduate from high school with the skills they need to succeed in college or work

· Only 23% of African-American students and 20% of Hispanic students left school college-ready, compared with 40% of white students.

· Only 71% in the class of 2002 graduated with a regular diploma. 

· Graduation rates for minority students are particularly dire. While 78% of white students graduated from high school in the class of 2002, only 56% of African-American and 52% of Hispanic students graduate high school.

� CBS News conducted the poll among 1,586 14 to 24 year olds by telephone from March 31-April 9, 2005.  These respondents were part of nationwide representative samples identified in households previously interviewed by CBS News Polls and from RDD samples drawn from targeted areas.  The 262 African Americans and 200 Hispanics in this poll included an oversample to provide larger bases for analysis.  1,200 interviews were conducted with young people in this poll ages 14 to 20, who were also oversampled.  All oversampled groups were weighted to their proper proportion in the total sample.


�  Source: NCES LEA CCD 2001-02; Manhattan Institute, 2003; American Diploma Project, 2003


�  Public High School Graduation and College-Readiness Rates: 1991–2002; February, 2005. Available: http://www.gatesfoundation.org/nr/downloads/ed/ManhattanInstitute0502.pdf
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