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"The Assistant" Audition Tapes

MTV's "The Assistant" casting department is now officially accepting your personal, homemade, held-together-with-bubble-gum-and-love audition tapes.  What are we ultimately looking for?  You and only you.  Here are the basics:

· You must be between the ages of 18-24. You must be legal 18 by March 1, 2004. Do not try to fudge this. Your age will eventually be verified.

· You must be a legal resident of the United States of America.

· This show is designed for people aspiring to careers behind-the-scenes in the entertainment (NOT MUSIC) industry: Directors, Publicists, Managers, Talent Agents, Studio Execs, etc.  This is NOT a show for people who want to be VJs or rappers or entertainers.
· Keep your tape to a maximum of five (5) minutes in length. We can’t be held responsible for staying awake past the five minute mark.

· Send us your audition tape in VHS (also known as 1/2”) or Mini-DV format ONLY.  VHS is your standard, everyday local video store format.  We cannot view Hi-8 or any other consumer format…other than the two already mentioned. We can’t see you? We can’t pick you.
· There are no limitations on creativity. There are also no points or prizes awarded for the most inventive tape received. You can edit a five-minute masterpiece on your home computer or tape yourself seated in front of a monochrome wall just talking to the lens…it’s all the same to us. We simply want to see YOU, the YOU your family knows, the YOU your best friends know, the YOU your pet knows, etc. Substance over style.

· If you’re really passionate about working in Hollywood, then we need to see that right out of the gate on your tape.  (If you’re not passionate about a career in the entertainment industry, then don’t bother submitting anything.  Sorry!) You have five minutes to let us know what a great personality you have and why you’re perfect for this show.  Don’t forget to tell us who has influenced your career decision.  For example, if you hope to be a movie mogul one day, who are the moguls that have come before you that you respect and admire?  If you want to be a publicist, who are the current power players in that field that you look up to?
· This is a show called THE ASSISTANT. Besides telling us about your adoration of Hollywood, why you'd be a great personal assistant and what you expect of this experience, don’t limit yourself to only those topics. We realize that we’re asking a lot so our ultimate best advice is to “just be yourself.”
· Technically-speaking, make sure that you are lit from the front and 4-6 feet from the camera.  We constantly receive tapes of people who we think would be interesting but who we can’t see because the light source is behind them, etc.  Make sure you review your tape before submitting it.  Can you see yourself clearly?  Can you hear yourself easily?  If you’re happy with it, then we’ll be happy with it.

· That also goes for the attached application.  Be as honest as you can and let your personality come through in your answers. There are no right and wrong answers.  Have fun with it!  How else are we going to know who you are and what you're all about?  

· Do not expect us to return your tape to you. We cannot. We shall not. We will not. We suggest that you make a COPY of it and keep the COPY in a safe place if you want to show other people what you submitted. Please make sure we get the original.

· Attached is a six-page application that you need to print out, fill out, SIGN and DATE, and send in to us with your tape. If you’d like to keep a copy of the application for yourself…make the copy BEFORE you send us the original. (There’s a pattern here.)  Also, please attach a resume and a personal photo of yourself that you don’t mind donating to the MTV gods.

Please send your VHS or Mini-DV audition tape along with your signed and dated application ASAP (yet postmarked no later than Monday March 22) to:

MTV’s “THE ASSISTANT”

1633 26th Street - #228

Santa Monica, CA 90404

ATTN: CASTING

“Is that all? It seems like we just got started.” I know, we feel so much

closer to you now, but yes, that’s all. We look forward to viewing your

tapes. And as they say out there in that big, scary world: “Don’t call us,

we’ll call you.”
APPLICATION FOR MTV’S “THE ASSISTANT”

Name:


Address:


 (city/state/zip) 


Home Phone:


Cell Phone/Pager:


Work Phone:


Email Address:


Birthdate:________       Age:


Hometown: 




DO NOT WRITE

Driver’s License #:   _________State:___




  IN THIS AREA

Are you a US citizen? 



Do you have a valid passport?


When does it expire? ____/____/



SIZES

Height:
 Weight:



Eye Clr:
 Hair Clr:



Shirt:
 Shoe:


Jacket:
 Pants:


What is your ethnic background?

Parents’ names:



Parents’ address (include city/state/zip):

 

    Names, Ages of Brothers & Sisters:
Parent’s Phone:    
   




Parent’s Email:

    



Dad’s Occupation:

  



Mom’s Occupation:

    



Name of High School attended (include city/state):



Name of college attended (if any):


Current year in college:
     Major:




What is your current occupation or job? 



Tell us briefly about your job history:


What is your ideal career in the entertainment industry (i.e. agent, publicist, studio exec, director, etc.)?  And why?  


Who do you admire in that same field and why?  


What are your personal (not career) goals?


How would someone who really knows you describe your best traits?

How would someone who really knows you describe your worst traits?

Do you play sports?  If so, which?


Are you physically active?  If so, what do you do to stay in shape?  



How would you describe your musical tastes?  What CDs do you listen to?



What skills does it take to be an outstanding Entertainment Industry assistant?  



Of the above skills, which are you confident that you possess?___________________​​
How do you feel about starting at the very bottom of the ladder and working your way up to the top?  








What is your strategy for beating your competition?  







Do you have a boyfriend/girlfriend?  If so, tell us about him/her.  If not, tell us about single life.

Other than a boyfriend/girlfriend or parent, who’s the most important person in your life right now?  Tell us about him/her:  




Is your life an open book or do you value your privacy?  Please explain.



Tell us about the last time you felt proud of yourself:



Confrontation.  How do you handle it?  Tell us about the last time you had to confront someone:  




How do you respond when given orders? _____________________________________

When is the last time that you cried?  And why?  



What’s the most impulsive thing you’ve ever done (excluding last-minute road trips)?

Describe one traumatic event in your life so far:

What do you do when you are stressed?  




So, you’ve just made a mistake. What do you do now?



Who are you in your group of friends?  What do they expect of you that you consistently deliver?  








What skill do you take pride in that not many people have?  



Would your friends trust you with a secret?  Why?  



What's the biggest lie you've ever told?  Did you ever get caught in it?  



You see someone you’re interested in across the room at a party, what do you do?
Do people consider you high or low maintenance? 



Are you well-traveled? If so, tell us where you've gone:





_____

Do you usually win or lose arguments?  Why, do you think?


Do you have any habits we should know about?


Do you suffer from a substance addiction?  




Have you been treated for alcoholism or drug addiction?  


If so, please elaborate and indicate how long you've been in recovery:  



Do you drink alcohol? If so, how often?



Do you have any special eating habits we should know about? 




​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________
Have you ever or are you currently seeing a therapist or psychologist?  If so, what prompted you to do so? 




Have you ever spent time in a psychiatric care facility?  If so, for what reason and how long were you there?  




Do you have any pre-existing medical conditions? (i.e. asthma, ulcers, diabetes, color-blindness, etc.)  List any and all:  




Do you have any allergies?




Are you taking any prescription medications?  If so, what kind and for how long have you been taking it?


When was your last physical exam by a doctor?


Have you ever been detained for, arrested for or convicted of a felony or misdemeanor offense, as a juvenile or an adult?  If yes, please indicate the city/state, month/year, charge and assault (dismissal, conviction, etc.) for all incidents:  



What is the closest airport to your home?  




LIST 4 FRIENDS WHO HAVE KNOWN YOU FOR A LONG TIME (ONLY 1 RELATIVE ALLOWED) WHO WILL TELL US WHAT A GREAT PERSON YOU ARE.

NAME:
PHONE:


NAME:
PHONE:


NAME:
PHONE:


NAME:
PHONE:


If accepted for the show you must be available to live in L.A. for three weeks in April/May of 2004!

If you have any immediate known conflicts, please list them below:

Please attach a current resume to this completed application.  
I acknowledge that everything stated in this application is true.  I understand that any falsely submitted answers can and will be grounds for removal from the application process and from my subsequent participation in the final series.  I further acknowledge and accept that this application form and any videotaping done by MTV will become property of MTV and will not be returned.  By signing below, I grant rights for MTVN to use any biographical information contained in this application and taped interviews, and to record, use, and publicize my taped interview, voice, actions, likeness and appearance in any manner in connection with this project.

SIGNATURE:
DATE:

Thank you for your time and effort in completing this form.







